90       PRINCIPLES  OF MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATION

can take property from a private owner in order that it
may be resold to some other private owner and turned by
him to his individual use. Now, what is a public purpose ?
On this point the courts have been very liberal. To take land
for streets, parks, police stations, schoolhouses, hospitals,
and so on is clearly to take for public use ; likewise it has
been held allowable to take for such things as street-rail-
way terminals, subway stations, garbage-reduction plants,
or power-houses. But in no case may a city, under the
usual provisions relating to the exercise of its rights to
condemn land, take more than it actually needs for the
purpose in hand. If it requires only a part of a single
lot, it may sometimes take the entire lot and resell what
it finds unneeded when the work is done.1 But in general
it may go no farther. It is not allowed, for example, to
take a wide strip on either side of a new street with the
avowed purpose of surveying these strips into building lots
which may be sold for private use.2

The constitutional limitations which prevent the taking
Of }an<j[ for strictly private purposes are sound in motive,
but they have frequently stood in the way of much-needed
street improvements. In the congested parts of any city,
>royements. for example, the project of widening a thoroughfare is bound
to be very expensive because of the heavy compen-
sation that must be awarded for land taken. On the other
hand, great benefits accrue to the private property which
lies just beyond the zone of widening. Although the value
of such property is greatly enhanced, the city can secure
but a small fraction of this profit by levying betterments ;
for the general laws usually, though not always, provide
that only a part of the cost of a public improvement may

1 For example, see the powers conferred on cities in Massachusetts by
the so-termed "Remnant Act" of 1904 (Massachusetts Acts and Resolves,
1904, eh. 443)

2 These constitutional questions are discussed by Philip Nichols, The
Power of Eminent Domain, a Treatise on the Constitutional Principles which
affect the Taking o/ Property for Public Use (Boston, 1909),
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